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IMFQRMATION DISCLOSURE ST ATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with applicant's duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §1 .56. please 
find attached hereto form PTO-1449 listing information which may be material to the 
patentability of this application, filed concurrently herewith. This Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed: 

XXX Within three (3) months of the filing date of the national application; 

Within three (3) months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1 .491 

in an international application; 

Before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits; 

After the filing date or date of first Office Action, but before the mailing date of a final action under 

— 3? C.F R § 1 1 3. provided that this occurs prior to the issuance of a Notice of A^o«-"^%^"d 
provided that this 1 D.S. is accompanied by either a certification as specified in 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(e) 
or the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1 .17(p); 

After the filing date or date of first Office Action, but before the mailing date of a Notice of 

— ASJwance un^^^^^^^^ C.F.R. §1 .31 1 . provided that this occurs prior to the ^nal action and p ovided 
that this I.D.S. is accompanied by either a certification as specified in 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(e) or tne 
fee set forth in 37 C.F.R, §1 .17(p); 

After the mailing date of a final action under 37 C.F.R. §1 .113. provided that this occurs prior to 
the issua^e of a Notice of Allowance and provided that this I.D.S. is accompanied by either a 



certification as specified in 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(e), a petition requesting consideration of the I.D.S., 
and the petition fee set forth in 37 CF.R. §1.17(i)(1); and 



After the mailing date of a Notice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. §1 .31 1 , provided that this occurs 

prior to the issuance of a final action and provided that this I.D.S. is accompanied by either a 
certification as specified in 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(e), a petition requesting consideration of the I.D.S,, 
and the petition fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1 .17(l)(1 ). 

Enclosed are copies of U.S. Patent Nos. 

5,428,727; 5,745,899; 5,799,303; 5,799,310; 5,832,495; 5,845,067; 
5,924,087; 6,052,693; 6,070,169; and 6,092,080. 

Also enclosed are copies of Japanese Patent Nos. 
6187374 and 11-39347. 

It should be understood that attention has been called to the references that 
have been deemed to be pertinent to the claimed present invention. In concluding what 
was pertinent, the criteria employed was considered most appropriate in light of the 
invention shown in the present application. However, the Examiner or others may 
deem some other criteria to be just as appropriate or more appropriate. Therefore, the 
Examiner is respectfully urged to review the listed references and to make the usual 
careful independent search for other prior art that may be pertinent. 
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Steven Victor Kauffman 


Filing Date 
March 6, 2002 


Group Art Unit 

Not yet assigned 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE IF 
APPROPRIATE 




5,428,727 


6/27/95 


Kurosu et al. 


395 


147 






5,745,899 


4/28/98 
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Anderson et al. 
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Porter et al 
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Takahashi et al. 
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Smith et al. 


101 


104 






6,070,169 


5/30/00 


Shorter 


101 


103 






6,092,080 


7/18/00 


Gustman 


707 


103 


















FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


Translation 


YES 


NO 




6187374 


7/8/94 


Japan (w/abstract) 








X 




11-39347 


9/7/97 


Japan 








X 



















































OTHER DOCUMENTS (including Autiior. Title, Date. Pertinent Pages. Etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 
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